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March and April are the months of Early Spring. Daylight lasts longer, the March winds blow, and the days are less cold.   It is a good time to travel on the land with dog teams. Traditionally, the dog was the Dene’s best friend, companion and protector.  Dog teams were used for transportation, to haul wood and water, visit trap lines, visit fishnets and haul home the fish. Dogs were extremely smart and could remember trails even after one trip. They protected camp and kept the trappers safe.   Many communities in the north now host Dog Derbies or have dog races as part of their celebrations and carnivals to celebrate the end of winter and the arrival of spring. [image: Macintosh HD:private:var:folders:sb:l15vngr57q5_b9d44m8kx79w0000gp:T:TemporaryItems:IMG_9344.jpg][image: ]


Class Facts:
Teacher:  Ms. Danielle Cuvelier 	# of Students:  18			Grade:  2
HUSKY PACK!
(Participating in Aboriginal Cultural Knowledge)
Scarlett Siakuluk-Mackay was chosen by the leaders of our Dog and Dog Sledding Camp to be a member of our Husky PACK.  Scarlett enjoyed being at camp and listened well to our Elder.   Scarlett demonstrated the Dene Law:  Be respectful of Elders and Everything Around you.






Dogs and Dog Sledding
Yellowknife Catholic Schools—Edaèk’ô 2020.
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We shared a snack of Hot Chocolate and yummy bannock made by our Elder and resource person, Ms. Irene.
]\We learned about the traditional uses of dogs and what to pack when travelling on the land.  We practiced naming the things we would need on the land in Wiliìdeh Yati. 
We went to see the doghouses and the puppies.  We learned how to take care of dogs and how to respect a working dog. 
We went for a dog sled ride to experience what a ride in a dog sleigh feels like.   
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Our Wiliìdeh Words:
Edaèk’ô	Early Spring			Tåî mbehchîï  	Dogsled
Tålî		Dog 				Tåits’ò   		Dog Blanket
Kö		Fire				Mahsi Cho		Thank you 



At Dog and Dog Sledding Camp
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